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Sleepy Eye minister charged

Fritz Busch

NEW ULM - A 36-year-old Sleepy Eye man arrested a mile south of the State Highway 68 and 15 intersection
Saturday night made his initial appearance in Brown County District Court Tuesday.

The Rev. Clint M. Evans was involved in a high-speed chase and multiple crashes in and around New Ulm.

He was charged with felony fleeing a peace officer in a motor vehicle, misdemeanor fourth-degree DWI, and
two counts of failure to notify the owner of damaged property.

Judge Robert Docherty set Evans' unconditional bail at $30,000 but Evans was released from jail Tuesday on his
own recognizance with conditions.

"Mr. Evans has very solid community ties," said Fifth District Assistant Public Defender Greg Handevidt of
Mankato. "He has a family with a wife and children living in Sleepy Eye and serves churches in Sleepy Eye and
Fairfax. He'll agree to house arrest and alcohol monitoring. If he's kept in custody, it will make things very
difficult. Mr. Evans is a very upstanding citizen. There are people here that will speak for him."

Docherty said he recently learned of significant health problems Mr. Evans had to deal with. His release
conditions include no alcohol or chemical use, being subject to random testing, no law violations and a 10 p.m.
curfew.

Evans waived his right to a Rule 8 hearing. An omnibus hearing was set for 8:30 a.m., Tuesday, Oct. 31.

According to court documents, Brown County Sheriff's Office deputies were advised of a hit-and-run crash near
U.S. Highway 14 and County Road 12 just west of New Ulm at 7:53 p.m. Sept. 30. A responding deputy was
informed that a vehicle turned in the middle of the road and a vehicle behind it struck the first vehicle. The first
vehicle, described as dark-colored, continued west on Highway 14.

At 8:10 p.m., police were advised of a hit-and-run at 8th South and Sunrise Drive. The suspect vehicle, a gray
sedan, was now traveling northbound on Payne Street.

At 8:14 p.m., police were advised of another hit-and-run report on Summit Avenue at the entrance to Flandrau
State Park. An officer traveling south on Payne continued up the hill and met a small gray sedan with moderate
damage and the driver's door open at a 90-degree angle, traveling north on Payne Street.

Police noticed the driver was not wearing a seat belt and his car's right front tire was flat. Police tried to corner
the suspect vehicle near the loading dock of the former Target store but the suspect turned sharply right,
traveling partly on a sidewalk, ramming the right front of a marked police car. The flat tire on the suspect vehicle
came free and lay on the street after he disentangled himself from the patrol car.

The suspect car ran a red light at 20th South and Broadway and continued south of State Highway 15 at speeds
of 60 to 75 mph. The suspect car was losing parts and leaving a trail of sparks on the highway.

Law enforcement vehicles later positioned themselves in front and back of the suspect car, preventing it from
moving, about three-fourths of a mile south of the Highway 15 and 68 intersection.

An officer smelled an overwhelming alcoholic beverage odor in the suspect car's interior and turned off the
ignition. The driver was removed from the car by officers and handcuffed in the prone position on the grass of a
ditch.

Police noticed blood running from the suspect's nose and mouth, down his t-shirt and onto his shorts. The
suspect told police he was Clinton Marvy Evans. He showed obvious impairment signs. Allina Emergency
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Services arrived and took over medical assistance.

Police completed a search warrant for a blood draw, signed by a judge. Blood was drawn from Evans at 8:29
p.m.

Fritz Busch can be emailed at fbusch@nujournal.com.
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